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Godõs grace for all 

Our scripture lesson from the Gospel of Matthew for Sunday, August 30
th
: 

 

ñIf your brother or sister sins against you, go and correct them when you are 
alone together. If they listen to you, then youôve won over your brother or 
sister. 

 
But if they wonôt listen, take with you one or two others so that every 

word may be established by the mouth of two or three witnesses. 
 
But if they 

still wonôt pay attention, report it to the church. If they wonôt pay attention 
even to the church, treat them as you would a Gentile and tax collector. I 
assure you that whatever you fasten on earth will be fastened in heaven. 
And whatever you loosen on earth will be loosened in heaven.

 
Again I 

assure you that if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, then 
my Father who is in heaven will do it for you. For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, Iôm there with them.ò (Matthew 18:15-20) 
 

Most of the time, Jesus speaks in parables that invite deeper thought and 
reflection. But occasionally in the Gospels, he is straightforward and to the 
point. This can be seen as good news and bad news, of course, as Jesusô 
practical instructions may be easier to understand but leave much less room 
in terms of interpretation. Jesus takes it for granted that there will be sinful 
behavior against one another in the life of the church, but something as 
important as relational hurt within the body of Christ cannot be left to 
chance. When it comes to forgiveness in the Christian community, Jesus 
shows us how to proceed. 
 

If we are to forgive as God forgives, we must pay close attention to the way 
that God forgives us. In Godôs economy, forgiveness is not a feeling; it is a 
choice made in faith. We need to hear that, because many of us assume 
that being able to forgive is a matter of feeling like itðthat we will know itôs 
the right time to forgive because we will want toðbut Jesus implies that 
moment is not coming. 
 

So, Jesus spells out conflict resolution in three steps. First, when possible, 
go directly to the person who has wronged you, and speak alone. This 
simple directive alone would change the course of Christian history and   
 
 
 
 
 

This Weekõs Activities 

 
 

 
Sunday 8/30 
  8:30a Traditional Worship 
11:00a Contemporary Worship 
 
 
Monday 8/31 
 8:00a  Church office open until 4pm 
 6:30p Scouts BSA Pack 413 
 7:00p Couples Class Meeting Group 

   
Tuesday 9/1 
  8:00a Church office open until 4pm 
10:00a Staff Meeting  
  6:00p Live-It Sunday School Class 
  6:30p Nominations 
  6:30p Missions  
  7:00p Scout Troop 413 
 
  

Wednesday 9/2 
8:00a Church Office open until 4pm 
6:30p Servant Stitchers 
7:00p Brothers in Christ Menôs Group 2 
7:00p Brothers in Christ Menôs Group 3 

 
  

Thursday 9/3 
  8:00a Church Office is open until 4pm 
  8:00a Morning Prayer Group 
  9:30a Ladies Bible Study 
  6:00p Praise Band Practice 
  6:30p Scout Troop 413 Leader Meeting 
 
 

Friday 9/4 
8:00a Church Office closed 

 
 
Sunday 9/6 
  8:30a Traditional Worship 
11:00a Contemporary Worship 
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world history. Before we discuss it with others, before we 
harbor it so long that it slowly poisons us against the 
possibility of reconciliation or wait until they catch on to our 
signals and come to apologize, go and find the one who 
has sinned against you. Is this fair? It doesnôt sound fair. 
Does it sound like Jesus?  Unfortunately, yes. 
 

Step two of the Jesus plan for reconciliation is to involve 
others. But again, Jesus is not saying, ñGo and talk about 
this person behind their backs.ò Jesus is saying, ñBring in 
others whom he or she might listen to.ò The proper role of 
having others be part of a conflict, according to Christ, is to 
give some perspective on the issue at hand. 
 

If that step doesnôt work, then Christ calls on us to involve 
the church. This invites us to imagine how much work we 
would need to do in our faith community to make it a place 
of healing and reconciliation for our members, much less 
those who are not yet members ï óa perfect place for 
imperfect peopleô. The point is clear: the church is meant 
to be a mediator in a world of misunderstanding and 
miscommunication, a peacemaker in a world of passive-
aggressiveness. 
 

We often forget that Jesusô wonderful declaration that he 
will be with two or three gathered in his name comes in the 
middle of a discourse about hard conversations and 
reconciliation. According to Jesus, the church ought to be 
reducing conflict through direct communication, 
accountability, and transparency as much as possible. 
When the church fails to live this out, when the church fails 
to invite Christ into our conflicts, we shouldnôt be surprised 
when itôs hard to see Jesus in our midst, no matter how 
many are gathered. 
 

The gospel of Christ is not merely personal, but social. 
Followers of Christ are called to model the kind of selfless 
love that Jesus exemplifies, even when people seem 
utterly undeserving of it. The amazing grace we so joyfully 
express for ourselves is not always so easy to swallow 
when we watch someone else receive it, but this is the 
heart of the Christian community ï Godôs grace for all. As 
we grow in Christ, we learn to love like Christ, even when 
circumstances are far from fair. This upcoming 3 week 
series entitled ñNo Fair!ò will focus on three passages from 
Matthew's Gospel that challenge our notions about church 
life, forgiveness, and grace. 
 

Grace & Peace, 

 

Pastor Christopher 

Ministry Update: Reopening Phases 

We are slowly and cautiously moving towards Phase 2 of 
our church reopening plans and we are excited to let you 
know of some upcoming changes. 

Music 

8:30 service: This service will continue with special  
music by an accompanist and vocalist on the stage. Still 
no hymnals or congregational singing at this time. 

11:00 service: This service will feature the Praise Team 
and vocalists on stage. No congregational singing. 

Bulletins 

Starting September 13th we will have worship bulletins 
available by the entrance hand sanitizing stations for you 
to pick up.  Feel free to fill out the communication card or 
submit a prayer request (bring your own pen) and drop it  
in the offering plate on your way out.  
 

Sunday School  

Adult/College Sunday School classes can start back on 
September 13th.  All class leaders have been notified  
and we will be announcing details next week. 
 

Live Streaming 
Our system is now up and running for steaming to 
Facebook Live. Many of you caught the unannounced trial 
run of the 8:30am service on Facebook last Sunday! Our 
plan is to start by streaming the 8:30 service and soon 
stream the 11:00 service as well on our Facebook page 
each Sunday morning. The YouTube video of the sermon 
will be available early the following week. 

UM Men Garbage Pickup  
Saturday, September 12th     8:00am 
Meet in the front parking lot. All men are welcome  
to join us. Contact Brian Cannon at 
cannon.brian32@gmail.com or Mark Phillips at  
volpapaw@charter.net.   
Rain Date September 19. 

Job Openings at NBUMC 
We have several ministry positions currently open here 
at NBUMC. Please feel free to share this info with others. 
 

Accompanist:  
This is a part-time (9 hour/wk.) position for a piano 
accompanist for the Traditional and Contemporary 
Sunday worship services. 
 

Director of Music Ministries: 
This is a part-time (15 hour/wk.) position. This person 
will direct the Traditional choir and will provide overall 
direction for all music ministries at NBUMC. 
 

Director of Student Ministries: 
This is a part-time (30 hour/wk.) position. This person 
will minister to the spiritual needs of youth from 7th grade 
through graduated seniors attending NBUMC and 
reaching out to those in the community. 
 

For complete job descriptions and how to apply, please 

visit our website: 

https://www.newbeginningsumc.org/employment-

opportunities/  

mailto:cannon.brian32@gmail.com
mailto:volpapaw@charter.net
https://www.newbeginningsumc.org/employment-opportunities/
https://www.newbeginningsumc.org/employment-opportunities/


3Kï 4th Grade 

K idLink  

Sunday School / KidLink AM 
Sunday at 8:00am 
While we canôt meet in person, Mrs. Sarah provides 
Sunday School / KidLink AM Worship materials each 
week by email.  You can use these at home or on your 
tablet during Sunday Worship.  If you are not on her mail 
list, please contact Sarah. 
 

  
 

KidLink Newsletter 
Mrs. Sarah puts out a weekly newsletter to connect 
parents with Sunday school lessons and ways to stay 
involved. It is also full of ideas and resources for parents, 
grandparents and caregivers to do with the kids. If you 
would like to be included, please email Sarah. 
 
 
 

KidLink has a Facebook Page! 
Take a minute to visit and ñlikeò their page  
New Beginnings UMC KidLink. 
 

*Just a reminder that the KidLink Facebook page is a public page and if 
you would like to participate with out posting to Facebook you can email 
your video to Sarah Pruitt at childrens@newbeginningsumc.org. 
 
 

5-12th Grade 

 

   For more information on any Youth events,  
Contact Pastor Greene  
at pastor@newbeginningsumc.org 

 

   For more information on any Childrenôs Events,  
Contact Sarah Pruitt at 
childrens@newbeginningsumc.org 

Back to School Youth Pool Party!  8-22 

Epworth Work Day 
Offering 
Sunday, September 13th 
OPEN DOORS FOR 
CHILDREN IN NEED. 
Epworth Childrenôs Home 
goes above and beyond 
providing food and shelter 
for children who have 
experienced abuse, neglect and tragedy. It provides 
children with tutoring, counseling, health care, fun 
activities, and the spiritual formation they need to heal 
and gain a sense of belonging. Without the support of 
churches like ours, Epworth could not provide 
transformational care for children in need. We invite you 
to give generously to the children who call Epworth home. 

Half Gallon Jugs Wanted 

If you have some half-gallon milk  
or juice jugs, we have a teacher 
who could use them for holding 
studentôs water bottles and supplies 
at their desks.  
There will be a marked box in the 
front church lobby for you to drop  
off your cleaned jugs.  Thanks! 
 
For more info, contact  
Angela Duckworth at  
angeladuckworth1@gmail.com. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/New-Beginnings-UMC-KidLink-104751487839557/
mailto:childrens@newbeginningsumc.org
mailto:pastor@newbeginningsumc.org
https://www.instagram.com/nbumcstudentministry/
mailto:childrens@newbeginningsumc.org
https://www.instagram.com/nbumcsckidlink/
https://www.facebook.com/New-Beginnings-UMC-KidLink-104751487839557/
mailto:angeladuckworth1@gmail.com


Welcome back to church! 
Please take a moment to review guidelines in 

place for your comfort and safety. 

As you arrive:  Three entrance doors will be open. The 
front, back and office hallway doors. Hand sanitizer is 
available.  Please maintain 6 feet of separation from 
anyone other than household members. 
 
Attendance Taking: As you come into the building, you 
will be welcomed by a greeter who is taking attendance.  
They may recognize you, but not know your name. Please 
help them out by giving them your name as you come in 
the building. We are keeping a record of attendance at 
each service in case of a COVID-19 notice is necessary. 
 
Masks/Face coverings:  Masks or coverings are 
REQUIRED  at the 8:30 service and OPTIONAL but 
requested at the 11:00 service. Please bring your own if 
you have one. There will be a small supply at available 
at each entrance. 
 
Bulletins:  We will have bulletins available again on 
September 13th. For upcoming activities, please check 
this newsletter, the church calendar on the website and 
social media. 
 
Coffee:  The coffee bar will not be available at this time, 
But please feel free to bring your own. Remember to take 
your cups and belongings when you leave. 
 
Congregational Singing:  Because of the distance germs 
can spread during singing, neither service will include 
singing. Hymnals have been removed for the time being. 
 
Offering:  To avoid contact, we will not be passing the 
offering plates. Baskets and envelopes will be available  
at each exit to place your offering. 
 
Communion: Until it is deemed safe, we will not be 
sharing communion the first Sunday of the month. 
 
Prayer Requests:  Since the communication cards will  
not be available, please submit your prayer requests to 
prayerlist.nbumc@gmail.com or call the church office. 
 
Sunday School:  Adult Sunday School classes return 
September 13th.  Children and Youth Sunday School 
classes are suspended until further notice. 
 
KidLink AM / Nursery: Childrenôs/Student ministries will 
continue with online platforms and will not meet on 
campus at this time. Both services are ñfamily friendlyò 
and children of all ages are encouraged to attend worship. 
   
Playground:  The playground is open under parental  
supervision only. 
 
Small Groups under 10:  You ARE allowed to meet in 
Room 6/7, KidLink Main, Sanctuary or Picnic shelter. You 
must reserve your space with Lisa Diestler in the church 
office - communications@newbeginningumc.org. 
 
Cleaning of common touch surfaces will take place before, 
between and after services by our cleaning company. 
 

Servants    8/30/20 
 

Ushers 
8:30    11:00 
Carolyn Weisbecker  Jane Wofford  
Donna Campsen  Larry Campsen 
Larry Campsen   Willo Pent 
 
   

Offering Steward 
8:30     John Mitchell     11:00   Howard Cleveland 
 
 

Security/Medical Team  
 

8:00-Noon 
Craig Shepherd     Fred Weisbecker      James Hardin 

 

 

 

Ways to Give 
¶ Place an offering in the collection plate on Sunday.  
This can be a check, money order or cash. 

¶ Send a check or money order in the mail. 

¶ Give online through the church website: 

www.newbeginningsumc.org. Click on the ñGiveò tab and 

register to donate online. 

¶ Set up ñNew Beginnings UMCò as a bill pay at your  
local bank. 
 

¶ Give by text on your cell phone. Funds can be donated 

from your bank account or credit card. Text 864-952-0918 

and follow the prompts to send your donation. 

August 23, 2020   

Our Presence   

Traditional                47 

Contemporary              102 

Sunday Total              149 

     

Our Gifts YTD Actual 

Income $320,804.40   

Expense $304,396.51   

Last weekôs giving $9,320.00   

 

One can CAN make a difference. 
 

As you are grocery shopping this week, pick up an extra can of 
food for the food pantry and drop it off in the cart in the back of 

the sanctuary. Your donation will make a difference! 
 

All donations for August go to  
Upstate Family Resources 

mailto:prayerlist.nbumc@gmail.com
mailto:communications@newbeginningsumc.org



